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continues to serve in this role. During his on-
going tenure, Judge Pianka has implemented 
the Selective Intervention Program and War-
rant Capias Program. He has also developed 
the Landlord Seminar Workshop, Housing 
Code Enforcement Advocates Forum and edu-
cational materials for the public on topics con-
cerning home maintenance, the law and the 
navigation of Housing Court. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the Honorable Judge Raymond 
Pianka as he is recognized at the Cleveland 
Tenants Organization’s Masquerade Benefit 
for his service and work to sustain Cleveland’s 
neighborhoods. 
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to join the Con-
necticut Greenhouse Growers Association as 
they pay tribute to one of their outstanding 
members and my good friend, Joe Geremia. 
Joe’s extraordinary contributions to Connecti-
cut’s agriculture industry have gone a long 
way in ensuring that the needs of greenhouse 
growers are not only heard but acted upon. In 
fact, just last year, Joe was recognized for his 
incredible work by the State of Connecticut 
when he was named the 2010 Outstanding 
Young Farmer. 

With an estimated three hundred commer-
cial greenhouse businesses, housing eight mil-
lion square feet of production space, green-
house production is a critical piece of Con-
necticut’s agriculture industry. Today, the pro-
duction of flowers and plants is the biggest 
segment of Connecticut agriculture, account-
ing for nearly three-fourths of all crop agri-
culture. This makes Connecticut second in the 
Nation in terms of the proportion of orna-
mental horticulture to crop agriculture. 

Agriculture is not only Joe’s occupation, it is 
in his blood. Coming to America just after the 
turn of the century, Joe’s grandfather raised 
vegetables on the family’s sixteen-acre farm. 
His passion for growing was passed on to his 
children and eventually on to Joe who got 
started in the business working with his father. 
In the beginning, Joe’s father had just half an 
acre in greenhouse production. Just after leav-
ing high school, Joe jumped into the whole-
sale greenhouse business with both feet—and 
he has never looked back. 

What is so wonderful about Joe is that he 
is always looking to learn, to expand his 
knowledge and apply all of that to his busi-
ness. He traveled to the Netherlands to learn 
about the latest greenhouse, agriculture, and 
distribution technology as well as Ontario to 
observe their vegetable production research 
and learning systems. He brought the best of 
these lessons back to his own business and 
shared them with his fellow greenhouse grow-
ers. His dedication to finding solutions to agri-
culture’s challenges is probably best evi-
denced in the research greenhouse that he 
built at Connecticut’s Agriculture Experiment 
Station’s Lockwood Farm where, in partner-

ship with the Station and the University of 
Connecticut, Joe and scientists are inves-
tigating methods of eliminating wastewater 
and reducing fertilizer in run-off—a win-win by 
providing the industry with more efficient and 
cost-effective irrigation methods while also 
protecting the environment which they depend 
on for success. 

One of the issues that Joe has devoted 
much of his time to is energy efficiency and it 
is through these efforts that I have gotten to 
know Joe so well. Over the last few years, he 
has retrofitted his greenhouse to be heated 
with biomass boilers instead of traditional oil. 
Utilizing this technology, Joe has not only cre-
ated new business choices for himself, but 
has created new business for local arborists 
and landscapers whose wood waste products 
would otherwise be left to decay. I have been 
so impressed with his work that I have taken 
every opportunity to get our federal officials, 
like USDA Deputy Secretary Kathleen 
Merrigan, out to see his operation. He is lead-
ing the way for Connecticut’s agricultural fu-
ture. 

I am proud to stand today to join the Con-
necticut Greenhouse Growers Association as 
well as his wife, Dawn; their children, Mad-
eline, Luke, and Liam; and the many family, 
friends, and colleagues who have gathered to 
recognize the outstanding efforts of our friend, 
Joe Geremia. Congratulations Joe—with your 
enthusiasm, commitment and energy, there is 
nothing that you will not accomplish. 
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Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Richard Cordray, the former At-
torney General of Ohio who is being recog-
nized and is delivering the Keynote Speech at 
the Empowering and Strengthening Ohio’s 
People’s (ESOP) Annual Gala. 

Mr. Cordray was born on May 3, 1959 in 
Grove City, Ohio. He attended Grove City 
High School and graduated as the co-valedic-
torian of his class in 1977. He went on to at-
tend Michigan State University’s James Madi-
son College and earned a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in legal and political theory in 1981. Dur-
ing his undergraduate studies, Mr. Cordray in-
terned for former U.S. Senator John Glenn. 
After completing his BA, he went on to earn 
his Master of Arts in economics from the Uni-
versity of Oxford and his Juris Doctor from the 
University of Chicago. 

Mr. Cordray began his career as a law clerk 
for the U.S. Supreme Court and just two years 
after earning his J.D. was hired by the inter-
national law firm of Jones Day in Cleveland, 
Ohio. He ran and was elected as a member 
of the Ohio House of Representatives for the 
33rd District from January 7, 1991 to Decem-
ber 31, 1992. Following his term in the Ohio 
State House, Mr. Cordray was appointed as 
the first Ohio State Solicitor and served in this 
role from September 1993 to 1994. He was 
elected to Ohio Democratic Party Central 
Committee in 1996. Following several years of 
private practice, Mr. Cordray served as Frank-
lin County Treasurer from December 2002 to 

2007. He successfully ran for Ohio State 
Treasurer in 2006 and held office until 2009 
when he became the Ohio State Attorney 
General. Mr. Cordray’s term as Ohio Attorney 
General ended in January 2011. He has been 
nominated by President Obama to serve as 
Director of the United States Consumer Finan-
cial Protection Bureau. 

Mr. Cordray currently lives in Grove City, 
Ohio with his wife of ten years, Peggy. The 
couple has a set of twins, Danny and Holly. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in congratulating Mr. Richard Cordray as he is 
honored by ESOP’s Annual Gala on October 
20, 2011. 
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Mr. ANDREWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mr. Bill Orth’s years of tireless public 
service to Pennsauken Township, New Jersey. 
A beloved former Mayor and member of the 
Township Committee from 1981 to 2011, Mr. 
Orth has gone above and beyond in his dedi-
cation and commitment to his community. 

Mr. Orth was determined to use his position 
to invigorate the township, spearheading a 
successful downtown revitalization campaign. 
He was instrumental in dedicating a monu-
ment and park to Pennsauken’s veterans, and 
erecting a memorial sculpture in honor of the 
victims and heroes of 9/11. He has rep-
resented the township of Pennsauken and the 
state of New Jersey with enthusiasm and 
care, and Pennsauken and this Congress are 
proud to recognize him for the work he has 
done. 

Mr. Orth also made it a priority to bring per-
formers from far and wide to Pennsauken, and 
his devotion to widening the musical experi-
ences of his community will be remembered 
for generations to come. His talent and loyalty 
to Pennsauken’s musical theater community 
made Pennsauken’s productions large-scale 
events. 

In addition, Bill began the charitable organi-
zation, Pennsauken Neighbors Helping Neigh-
bors, which gives small grants to community 
members in need to better their lives in times 
of financial difficulty. The charity’s goal is sim-
ple: help Pennsauken residents help each 
other. This selflessness and desire to help 
others are perfectly representative of Bill 
Orth’s attitude towards life. 

Mr. Speaker, Bill Orth’s endless dedication 
to Pennsauken Township should not go unrec-
ognized. I join the township and all of South 
Jersey in paying tribute to this exceptional 
man. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 95TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CALL & POST 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 
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Monday, October 24, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Cleveland’s Call & Post newspaper 
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